Four

JUL HE same stroke put an end to peaceful days of play
and study for the children at St. James's, Prince Charles
had made his debut and could not be spared from the cast.
With James and Mary he accompanied his father on all
sorts of ceremonial occasions, to hunts, to banquets, to
country houses, any place where they could be seen by
many people. The King was trying to regain his popularity,
and the court still had confidence in the power of a sweet
family picture to arouse the loyal emotions of honest men.

During the summer and fall there was some reason to
hope for success. The long struggle of Strafford's trial, the
furious passions his personality had provoked, had ex-
hausted the energies of both sides. Parliamentarians and
royalists, both more than a little awed by the extreme turn
events had taken, rested and watched each other suspi-
ciously. Neither could ever trust the other again, for Straf~
ford's blood was between them* The revolutionary could
never forget how his King had twisted and turned and
resisted a demand for justice. The royalist brooded on the
shamelessness of a party which could ignore the appeals
of a monarch.

Prince Charles was kept quite busy, however, in such
work of reconciliation as the court felt might be at-
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